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consent, at their request,   to deliver  a  lecture on Shrdddha, in   which   the    Arya   Samajists    disbelieve,   but   in   doing so   he  in   no   wise   wanted   to   attack  them.    The   lecture did not   come   about publicly as arranged, but took the form of a   conversazione   in    which   were   present  some   of  the leading members   of  both the  rival   parties.    He eloquently discussed  on the   necessity and   uses of the   Hindu   rite  of performing    Shrdddha,     and   defended    it   in   a    dignified manner  against   the attacks made by   some Arya Samajists who   came   forward   to    argue   with    him.    In   tracing   the origin of   that   time-honoured institution,   Swamiji   said that spirit-worship was the beginning of Hindu   religion.    At first the   Hindus   used   to    invoke   the   spirits   of their  departed ancestors in some man, and then  worship and offer him  food. By and by it was found that the men who acted as   mediums for these disembodied spirits  suffered very   much   physically afterwards.    So  they   gave   up   the practice  and substituted instead an effigy   of grass  (Kushaputtali), and invoking the departed spirits of their ancestors in it   offered   to it   worship w\&pindas.    The Vedic invocation of the Devas for  worship and sacrifice, he pointed out, was a development of this spirit-worship.     Be     that   as   it   may,    Swamiji's   mission   in   the Punjab was, pre-eminently,   to establish   harmony and   peace in place of discord   and   rivalry   among  the   parties   holding diverging    views    on    some   of    the    important     points   of Hinduism, such as, the   Arya   Samajists   who   stood   for   reinterpreted Hinduism, and the   Sanatanists   who   represented the  orthodox   Hindu   community.    That   he   succeeded   in bringing about this most desirable thing,   at least for the time being, is evidenced from the fact that  the   former  vied   with the latter   in showing   their  enthusiasm   and   regard   for him and   flocked   to   him   in   numbers  to   listen   to    his   words. Indeed,   so  generous   was   his   own   attitude   to    the   Arya Samajists   and   so   respectful their  feeling for him, that for some days there was a persistent rumour  to  the  effect  that several of the leading Arya Samajists desired that the Swami should be requested to become the head of the Samaj itself.